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Note of Thanks to Bishop Loverde
Good Afternoon

Your Excellency, Bishop
Loverde, members of the
c]ergy, brothers and
sisters in Christ. On
behalf of the Eritrean
Geez Rite Catholics in the
diocese of Arlington, it is
an honor to spend a few
minutes to relay our gratitude and well-
wishes to His Excellency, Bishop Loverde.
We congratulate His Excellency on his
Golden Jubilee, 50 years of doing God’s
work.

Your Excellency, as you know, we are
Eastern Catholics of the Geez Rite, in full
communion with the Roman Catholic
Church but maintaining our original
tradition.  Geez is one of 4 Semitic
languages, the other three being Hebrew,
Aramaic and Arabic. Today, much like
Latin, Geez is limited to liturgical prayers
and scholastic studies. We celebrate Mass
in Geez and Tigrigna, Tigrigna being one
of the languages derived from Geez and
currently spoken in Eritrea.

Geez Rite is only practiced by Eritreans
and Ethiopians. The absence of an Eritrean
Parish Priest meant a breakdown of
communication and critical linkages with
the Bishops of Eritrea.
community of immigrants, meager in
means but rich in culture and tradition.
We carry with us past hurts — decades of

Ours is a
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war with Ethiopia resulting in loss of
relatives, refugee status and cultural
alienation.

The Eritrean Catholics in the Washington
Metropolitan area needed an Eritrean
Pastor who could make a lasting
contribution to the spiritual well-being of
our community. A Pastor able to
communicate in our native tongue, one
who understood our Eritrean values,
culture and traditions, to help us preserve
the Geez Rite and pass it on to the next
generation. We needed to develop links
with other Geez Rite communities in North
America as well as with our Bishops in
Eritrea.

In their pastoral letter Welcoming the
Stranger Among Us: Unity in Diversity,
the US. Catholic bishops write, “The
Church of the twenty—ﬁrst century will be,
as it has always been, a Church of many
cultures, languages, and traditions, yet
simultaneously One, as God is One —
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” We knocked
on many doors and we were left hurt and
disappointed. When we came knocking, in
2007 to the diocese of Arlington, Your
Excellency welcomed us. Under your
leadership, the Office of Multicultural
Ministries worked tirelessly every step of
the way with The Most Reverend,
Menghesteab Tesfamariam, who was then
Bishop of Asmara, Eritrea, as well as with
representatives of the Eritrean Catholics to
bring an Eritrean priest into the diocese of
Arlington. At last our voices were heard
by those who may not have understood
our language but heard our spiritual pain
and understood our predicament. Father
Hagos, an Eritrean Priest residing in Rome
was welcomed into the Holy Spirit Parish
and in November 2014, Medhanie Alem
Ge'ez Rite Eritrean Catholic Community of
the Diocese of Arlington was established at
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Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Annandale,
VA.

Today, in less than a year, under Father
Hagos, Medhanie Alem Ge’ez Rite Eritrean
Catholic Community has registered over
160 families, with over 100 children.
Medhanie Alem offers Sunday School for
different age groups and classes for those
preparing for the sacraments of
Communion or Confirmation. Your
Excellency none of this would have been
possible without your gracious guidance
and leadership

On August 30% of this year, we were
blessed to have the Most Reverend Bishop
Kidane Yebio of Keren, Eritrea, celebrate
Geez Mass at Medhanie Alem with 13
children receiving Communion and 15
receiving the sacrament of Confirmation.
Similarly, on Sunday September 6%, His
Grace, Archbishop Menghesteab of
Asmara, Eritrea, celebrated Mass in the
Geez Rite.
well over 500 in attendance.

In both instances there were

Your Excellency, on behalf of the Eritrean
Catholics we offer our heartfelt thanks and
many good wishes to you, Bishop Loverde,
for a healthy, enjoyable, and productive
retirement. We thank you for your
spiritual leadership and for welcoming
Eritrean Catholics of the Geez Rite into the
diocese of Arlington.
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(Retreat for preparation of Christmas
Place for retreat and Mass in Room-3)
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7 16, 2015
0% AL ACHT 10

80, 0T 74 6,2015

(%t 8:00pm - 11:00pm

0J: A0 HhCOrt?

(Vigil Mass Wed. January 6, 2016)
Time: 8:pm - 11:00pm)

Place: in the Church
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Baptism of our Lord

Time 2:00pm - 4:00pm

Place church
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Thursday Of Holy Week
Mass Time: 6.30am - 8:00am
Place: in the Church

29 T1.9HL, 2016
apat
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April 29.2016

Good Friday.
Adoration of the Cross
Time: 4:00pm -8:00pm
Place: in the church
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April 30,.2016

Holy Saturday; VIGIL MASS OF EASTER
Time: 8:00am - 12:00pm

Place: in the Church
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May 22.2016

Feast of Mariyam Dearit

Prayer/ Mass; 10:00am - 4:00pm
Place. Room. 3
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Jun 4. 2016

Medhanie Alem Annual Feast
Mass: Saturday

Time: 10:00am -12:00am

Place: church

Reception: at Gym (School)
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The Ascension of the Lord
Mass: 2:00pm - 4:00pm
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Jun. 18,2016

Vigil Mass of Pentecostal Sunday
Time: 8:00pm - 12:00am
Place: Church
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$40,: 2:30pm
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(100 : &G

$40.: 2:30pm
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August 20.2016

Assumption of the Virgin Mary
Vigil Mass:

Time: 8pm - 11.30pm

Place: in the Church
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